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Michigan Corn Growers Association Statement on EPA’s 

Renewable Fuel Standard Announcement 

 

LANSING – The Michigan Corn Growers Association (MCGA) today responded to the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) announcement of the Renewable Volume Obligation 

(RVO) numbers under the Renewable Fuel Standard. The RVO sets the amount of clean-burning 

ethanol that will be blended into U.S. gasoline. 

 

The following is a statement from Michigan Corn Growers Association Executive Director Jim 

Zook: 

 

“By setting the RVO numbers back to what is called for under the law, EPA has taken a step in 

the right direction. This is especially important at a time when corn prices in Michigan, and 

nationwide, are near or below the cost of production and farmers are facing tough economic 

times.  

 

“Ethanol has been an economic success story in Michigan, pumping money back into our rural 

economy, putting Michiganders back to work and cleaning up our air. The EPA’s decision today 

will help keep that progress on track. 

 

“Moving forward, we strongly urge the EPA to continue following the law under the RFS. This 

is critical to ensure that farmers, ethanol plants and all other businesses involved in this industry 

have the stability they need to make business decisions and invest in Michigan’s growing 

biofuels industry.” 

 

A study by Michigan State University researchers showed that the use of ethanol in Michigan 

reduces dangerous greenhouse gas emissions entering our atmosphere by 1.4 million metric tons 

annually. Using EPA’s estimates, this greenhouse gas reduction is equivalent to removing 

emissions from approximately 300,000 cars in our state every year. 

 

The Michigan Corn Growers Association (MCGA) is a grassroots organization of grower 

members dedicated to increasing the profitability of corn production.  The MCGA is the only 

organization in Michigan that works solely on behalf of the state’s corn growers for pro-

agriculture legislation. The MCGA works to ensure that corn growers’ voices are heard at the 

local, state and national levels. Find out more online at www.micorn.org.  
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